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PLASTIC BOTTLES

Plastic is everywhere; it is strong, cheap and
has so many purposes, however as you’re
probably aware, way too much of it ends up
in landfills or polluting our oceans. It’s
estimated that it takes a plastic bottle 450
years to decompose! This inspired us to
create this collection of ideas showing you
how to recycle and repurpose some of your
empty plastic bottles into something that
helps you share the Gospel message with
children at the same time. These were all
posted on our social media accounts over
several months in 2020, and for your
convenience are gathered together in this
handy booklet for you to enjoy!
You will also find a fun video showcasing
some of these ‘makes’ on YouTube here:
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There are LOADS of stories in the bible
which feature boats so you can probably
think of many applications for this fun
activity! We think it would be perfect for
telling the story of Jonah who went aboard a
ship to try to run away from God

This cute piggy bank is a great craft which
would work well alongside the Parable of
the Prodigal Son. The son finds himself so
lost and hungry that he’s tempted to eat the
food provided for the pigs belonging to the
man he is working for.
Recycle

PLASTIC BOTTLES

We love this simple, yet super-effective
activity which transforms plastic bottles into
beautiful leaves. There are many stories in
the bible that this would work alongside,
including the passage in John 15 where
Jesus describes himself as the true vine.

The bible tells us that if we draw near to
God, He will draw near to us (James 4:8).
Make these effective bracelets with the
children which can be close to them as they
wear them and be a reminder of this
important bible truth.

Isaiah 40:28 says “The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of
the earth. He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.”
This activity is a great reminder that God is
eternal and His love for goes on forever.

In Luke 10:38-42, Jesus visits the home of
Mary and Martha, and whilst Mary is
content to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to him,
Martha is distracted with chores. We think
this creative, yet practical craft would work
brilliantly alongside this story!
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These fantastic sensory bottles would be a
perfect activity to use alongside the parable
of the wise and foolish builders (Matthew 7).
They are so simple to make, and the children
will
love
making
the
sound
of
the rain coming down with them.

Paul tells the early churches that they need
to be ‘rooted in Christ’ in order to be
nourished by Jesus’ teachings. This simple
paint stamping activity would make a great
reminder of the message that we must be
rooted in Christ in order to flourish too.

Making sequins out of plastic bottles is so
easy that we’re wondering why we’ve never
thought of this before! You could use them
for all sorts of crafts. How about including
them on a celebration collage of things that
you want to praise and thank God for?

In Luke 12:22-26, Jesus comforts his
disciples by telling them not to worry, saying
that as God provides food for the birds, He
will provide for his people also. We think
these bird feeders are a fantastic reminder
of this passage.
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Hebrews 12:1-2 says “Let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith.” This game requires focus
and concentration to get the pom-pom into
the pot and fits perfectly with this message.

This pretty lily is a brilliant reminder to trust
in God and not worry about things such as
clothing. In Matthew 6:28-29, Jesus makes
the point that the lilies don’t toil and yet still
fulfil their purpose in beauty.

If you love story stones, here’s a great
alternative where plastic bottle tops are
recycled to make story telling counters.
We’ve made these to help us tell the story of
Moses. Why not collect lots of bottle tops
and let the children make their own set?

Baskets are often used by children at Easter
Egg Hunts. This activity allows them to
recycle a plastic bottle and make their own.
Remind the children that the hollow
chocolate eggs they collect represent the
good news of the empty tomb because
Jesus is risen!
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This activity is really adaptable so you could
change the design to fit with countless bible
stories. Here we’ve adopted an Easter
theme which can be used to teach children
how Jesus died for us on the cross and rose
again in glory.

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus tells the
story of seeds that fell on four different
types of ground. How about encouraging
the children to think about the importance of
‘planting seeds in good soil’ by making these
observable composting bottles?

Collect your plastic bottle lids to make these
fantastic slithering snakes which we used to
tell the story of the fall in Genesis 3 where
Adam and Eve ate the fruit that God had
forbidden them to eat after being tempted
by the serpent.

In John 4:3-42, Jesus meets a woman
collecting water at the well and uses the
opportunity to tell her about the life-giving
water that is received through having a
relationship with him. This water collecting
experiment is a fun way to explore this
message.
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This activity works brilliantly with the calling
of the first disciples where Jesus says he will
make them ‘fishers of men’ (Matthew 4:1822). Write the names of people you would
like to come to know Jesus on slips of paper
and place them inside your fish!

Jesus told a story about a fig tree that didn’t
produce any figs (Luke13:6-9). The gardener
asked for one more year to care for the tree
to see if it would grow fruit. These watering
cans remind us that Jesus wants to care for
us and help us bear fruit.

Another make involving boats, this time
using bottle lids! How about using these to
tell the story where Jesus calms the storm
(Mark 4:35-41)? You could even use the
watering can suggestion from last week to
make rain and waves on the lake!
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The bible tells us that at Pentecost the Holy
Spirit came with wind and fire (Acts 2).
These Pentecost Wind Spirals make a great
activity to go alongside this story and are a
fantastic reminder of the gift of the Holy
Spirit for children to hang up at home.

