
A D V E N T in a jar
GODSPACE



On these slips of paper are activities that you can do as a family or 
individual in preparation for Christmas. You will choose 24 slips of paper for 
your Jar, one for each day of Advent. Then during Advent you will draw one 
slip out of the jar each day and complete the activity until all the slips are 
gone and Christmas has arrived. 
 
As you begin:

1. Pray for Christ to bless this project so that it will create space in your life 
or family’s life for his presence and working in you this Advent/Christmas 
season.

2. Decide whether this is something you want to do as an individual or as 
a family.   The slips of paper with hearts are geared for families and those 
with  deer are geared for individuals. Feel free to mix and match if you like.

3. Choose 24 activities  that would be doable for you and/or your family, but 
also ones that will stretch you in helpful ways. You can select from the pre-
made slips of paper and you can use blank ones to write your own. Also try 
to select a variety of activities, those that are service-oriented, those that 
are fun, and those that are reflective.

4. Fold or place each slip of paper and place it in your jar, which you can 
decorate as you choose.

When Advent Starts:

Draw one slip from your jar each day of advent and complete the activity 
until all slips are gone and Christmas arrives. If you are unable to complete 
the activity on a particular day, schedule it for a different day and then 
draw another slip for that day. Anticipate Christ’s coming with a heart open 
to His joy and peace.

Instructions for Making an 
Advent Calendar in a Jar



If you are not feeling very creative the 
simplest way to make your own Advent jar is 
to find a pint sized jar, cut out the first page 
of this leaflet using the “2 pages per sheet” 
setting place it and place it in the jar. This is 
a perfect size for holding the Advent ideas 
below.
 

How to Make An Advent Jar

Use the cookie cutter mold to cut out a fun 
shape or several shapes on your vinyl roll. If 
you are particularly creative you might like 
to draw a shape of your own for this step.

For those who want to make the creation 
of your Advent jar a fun and creative 
preparation for the season, you will need the 
following supplies:

• 1 pint or quart sized jar (we used Tassos 
olive jars from Costcos for this)
• Spray paint (we used Krylon metallic gold 
and silver) 
• An empty cardboard box
• 1 roll self-adhesive Vinyl 1 pair of scissors
• Cookie cutter molds 
• Self Adhesive stickers 
• Ribbons for decoration



Stick the vinyl shape(s) to your jar. Make sure 
they are pressed down firmly or the paint 
will run behind the vinyl. 

How to Make An Advent Jar

Remove the vinyl.

Decorate your jar with stickers.

Tie a ribbon around the top of the jar.

Place the Advent in a Jar ideas in the jar and 
enjoy.

Set up your box outside in a well ventilated 
area for spraying your jar

Turn the jar upside down in the box and 
spray it evenly. You might like to do this in 
two parts, allowing the paint to dry on one 
side then turning it around to spray the 
other.

Allow two hours for the jar to dry completely 
before the next step.



Go to the library and get a Christmas short story or mini-novel 
to read during advent such as The Gift of the Magi by O’Henri, 
Christmas Carol by Dickens, or The Other Wiseman by Van Dyke.

Do an unexpected act of kindness for a family member or co-
worker.

Take Christmas goodies to someone.

  Do an act of kindness for someone you don’t know well.

Visit a shut-in.

Invite a friend over to watch a favorite Christmas video.

Have some friends over to sing Christmas Carols.

Color some Christmas nativity coloring pages.



Make paper snowflakes and decorate your place.

Make a gift for someone.

Dance like crazy to some Christmas music.

Hang up Christmas lights in your bedroom.

  Sit quietly by a nativity set and reflect on Jesus’ birth.

Make a homemade ornament for your Christmas tree.

Make a Christmas craft.

Make and decorate some Christmas cookies.



Look in a book or on the internet for information on what life 
was like in Bethlehem in the time of Jesus’ birth.

Make handmade gift tags for your relatives.

Find out more about the original Saint Nicholas.

Spend time in prayer about your hopes and longings.

Spend time in prayer for your community.

Read Matthew 1:18-25 and put yourself in Joseph’s shoes. Listen 
for insights or invitations to you from the Holy Spirit.

Read Matthew 2:1-12 about the visit of the wise men. Focus on 
verse 10. What might Christ have for you in this season as you 
seek him?

Spend time in prayer for Christians in another part of the world.



Read Luke 1:5-25, 57-66 and put yourself in Zechariah’s shoes. 
Listen for insights or invitations to you from the Holy Spirit.

Pray for someone with whom you are struggling.

Pray for those who are lonely, sick, or in need. Listen for the Holy 
Spirit’s promptings.

Read Luke 1:39-45 about Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. What most 
strikes you in this story. Close in prayer.

Sit quietly for 5 or more minutes and just enjoy watching 
something beautiful in nature such as falling snow or a bird.

Gather friends or family and go Christmas caroling in your 
neighborhood or in a nursing home. Pray silently for each home 
or person.

Journal about what you are thankful for this advent.

Drive around town and look at all the Christmas lights. Pray 
silently for each home.



Journal about what you are hoping for this advent.

Wrap a toy and take it to a charity Christmas tree.

Pray with a friend or family member about what is on your 
hearts.

Have an indoor picnic by the Christmas tree and enjoy its 
beauty.

Read John 1:1-18. What does this gospel reveal about the 
deepest meaning of Christmas?



Color some Christmas nativity coloring pages.

Pray together as a family about what is on your hearts.

Make a gift for someone.

Go Christmas caroling in your neighborhood or in a nursing 
home. Pray silently for each home or person.

Sit quietly for 5 or more minutes and just enjoy watching 
something beautiful in nature such as falling snow or a bird.

Drive around town and look at all the Christmas lights. Pray 
silently (or together) for each home.

Share what you are thankful for around the dinner table.

Wrap a toy and take it to a charity Christmas tree.



Share around the dinner table what you most hope for during 
this season.

Have an indoor picnic by the Christmas tree and enjoy its 
beauty.

Dance like crazy to your favorite Christmas music.

Find out more about the original Saint Nicholas.

Sit quietly by a nativity set and reflect on the story of Jesus’ 
birth.

Make and decorate some Christmas cookies.

Make a homemade ornament for your Christmas tree.

Make handmade gift tags for your relatives



Make a Christmas craft.

Spend time in prayer for your community.

Look in a book or on the internet for information on what life 
was like in Bethlehem in the time of Jesus’ birth.

Spend time in prayer for your family.

Read Luke 1:5-25, 57-66 as a family and discuss what this would 
have been like for Zechariah and what you notice about him. 

Pray for someone with whom you are struggling

Read Luke 1:26-38 and discuss what this would have been like 
for Mary and what you notice about her. Close in prayer.

Pray for those who are lonely, sick, or in need. Listen for the Holy 
Spirit’s promptings.



Read Luke 1:39-45 about Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. Discuss what 
most strikes you in this story. Close in prayer.

Read Matthew 1:18-25 as a family and discuss what this would 
have been like for Joseph and what you notice about him. Close 

Read John 1:1-18. What does this gospel reveal about the 
deepest meaning of Christmas?

Read and discuss Matthew 2:1-12 about Herod and the wise 
men. Focus on verse 10. What might Christ have for your family 


