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Ash Wednesday 2021
Imposition of the Ashes

All come from dust, and to
dust all return.
(Ecclesiastes 3:20)
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Liturgy for Ash Wednesday adapted from St Gregory of
Nyssa Episcopal Church, San Francisco, CA, UMC,
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-service-of-worship-for-ash-wednesday

Leader:

Let us bow before God who made us.
O God,
you do not desire the death of sinners,
but you want them to turn to you and live.
Look with pity on the weakness of our mortal flesh.
We confess that we are but ashes,
and for our wickedness we deserve to return to the dust.
Forgive all our sins,
and give us the blessings that come with true repentance;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

All:

Help us to trust in your mercy, for from you comes our joy,
our healing and our salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Reading 1: Psalm 139:1-7
O Lord, you search me and you know me,
You know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you.
Before ever a word is on my tongue
you know it, O Lord, through and through.
Behind and before you besiege me,
your hand ever laid upon me.
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge,
too high, beyond my reach.
O where can I go from your spirit,
or where can I flee from your face?

Leader: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: the early Christians observed
with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it
became the custom of the Church that before the Easter celebration there
should be a forty–day season of spiritual preparation.
During this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It
was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had
separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the
Church.
In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all
have to renew our faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by
self–examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting, and self–denial; and by reading and meditating on God's
Holy Word.
To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal
nature, let us now bow before our Creator and Redeemer.
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Self-Imposition of the Ashes

Remember, Mortal, that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.

All come from dust, and to
dust all return.
(Ecclesiastes 3:20)

All :

Lord Jesus,
you have wounded us with your spirit
filled us with your love,
and your wounding has become our salvation.
May we be content to surrender and go to you
by the love of our hearts,
never to leave you,
O God, who is our desire and our delight.
Amen.

Reading 2:

Psalm 139:8-12, 23-24

If I climb the heavens, you are there.
If I lie in the grave, you are there.
If I take the wings of the dawn
and dwell at the sea’s furthest end,
even there your hand would lead me,
your right hand hold me fast.
If I say ‘Let the darkness hide me
and the light around me be night,’
even darkness is not dark for you
and the night is as clear as the day.
O search me God and know my heart.
O test me and know my thoughts.
See that I follow not the wrong path
and lead me in the path of unending life.
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Litany of Penitence
Leader: Lord God, you call us and we close our ears;
Your beauty shines forth and we shut our eyes
You stretch out your hands to bless us and we pass you by.
You delight in us and we despair of ourselves.
(Silence)
Leader:

We ask your healing O Lord.

All:

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Leader:

Lord God, we betray our love and our desire for you,
We distort the joy and passion you kindle in our hearts,
We choose to be less than who you made us.
We neglect to give thanks and we draw back from prayer,
We fail to bear witness to the faith that is in us.

(Silence)
Leader:

We ask your healing O Lord.

All:

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.

Leader:

Lord God,
We cherish the things that divide us from others
And we are reluctant to make peace;
We treat those who differ from us with prejudice and contempt;
We are quick to judge and eager to assign blame.
We waste and pollute your creation
And we lack concern for those who come after us.

(Silence)

Leader:

We ask your healing O Lord.

All:

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord

Leader:

Lord God,
We condemn other people’s faults and justify our own.
We resent correction
And we cling to the pride that hardens us against the truth.
We gossip heedlessly, we wound and exploit other people.
We are envious of the gifts you give to others
And dissatisfied with the ones you give to us.

(Silence)
Leader:

We ask your healing O Lord.

All:

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord

Leader:

Lord God,
We refuse to share what you have given us so generously,
we take lightly the wrongs and sufferings that are not our own;
we keep silent when the truth you ask us to speak is hard;
we are unwilling to overcome evil with good,
we draw back from the cross.

(Silence)

Leader:

We ask your healing O Lord.

All:

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord

Leader:

As Jesus forgave the woman taken in adultery,
and Peter, who betrayed him,
So too does God bless and forgive you.
You are much loved and your sins are forgiven.
Be at peace.

The Lord's Prayer

Reading 3: A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew Chapter 6
Benediction
Leader: In union with God, the heart
absorbs the Lord and the Lord the heart,
and the two become one.
Open your heart in joy,
receive the coming of your God,
And embrace his friendship,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
All:

O Lord, you have kindled in our hearts a desire for you;
In your service, may we become wholly fire.
Purify our hearts by faith
And heal them by means of peace,
For the effort we make to love one another is already a gift from
you.
Amen.

