
Holy Week is the time between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday in the 
Christian calendar. It is usually a solemn time where Christians 

remember the events in the last week of Jesus's life, as we journey 
towards the celebration of Jesus's resurrection on Easter Sunday.

 
You can use the readings in this booklet each day through Holy Week, 
perhaps on your own, at the family table, during a meal. Maybe ask the 

youngest person to ask the questions?

A Home Liturgy for 
Holy Week

L O N G S I G H T

C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H
O F  T H E  N A Z A R E N E

Adapted from a liturgy written by Chris 
Polhill, in the book 'Eggs and Ashes'



Place six candles on a table and arrange them in a circle 
shape
Light the six candles (make sure not to leave unattended)
Place a palm cross on the table, in the centre of the circle

Palm Sunday

Bible reading: Mark 11:1-11
Question: 'Why do we have six candles and this palm cross on 
the table today?'

Answer: Because this week is Holy Week. In six days it's Good 
Friday, and Easter is coming. Today we remember how the 
people welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem by waving palm 
branches.

You will need: 7 candles     A palm cross     A bottle of perfume 
(or alternative)     A purse or coins     A bowl of perfumed water 
and a hand towel    A wooden cross      
Easter garden (instructions on our church website, Easter 2021)



Light five candles (of the circle of six)
Place a copy of the Lord's prayer in the centre of the circle

Holy Monday

Bible reading: Mark 11:15-19

Question: 'Why do we have six candles and the Lord's Prayer on 
the table today?'

Answer: Because this week is Holy Week. In five days it's Good 
Friday, and Easter is coming. Today we remember that Jesus 
threw the money-changers out of the Temple. "My house shall 
be called a place of prayer," he told them. His special prayer is 
for us all.

Say or read the Lord's prayer



The Lord's Prayer



Light four candles (of the circle of six)
Place a bottle of perfume in the centre of the circle

Holy Tuesday

Bible reading: Mark 14:3-9

Question: 'Why do we have four candles and some perfume on 
the table today?'

Answer: Because this week is Holy Week. In four days it's Good 
Friday, and Easter is coming. Today we remember the woman 
from Bethany who anointed Jesus's head, who recognised that 
Jesus was the King of kings and would soon die.

Think or discuss: In what ways do you praise Jesus?



Light three candles (of the circle of six)
Place a purse or some coins in the centre of the circle

Holy Wednesday

Bible reading: Mark 14:10-11

Question: 'Why do we have three candles and some money (or 
a purse) on the table today?

Answer: Because this week is Holy Week. In three days it's 
Good Friday, and Easter is coming. Today we remember that 
Jesus was betrayed for money, and that Jesus wants us to give 
what we can to help those in the world who are poor.

Think or discuss: What are some right or wrong ways of using 
money in light of todays's and yesterday's readings? Can you 
pray for places in the world where people don't have enough 
resources?



Light two candles (of the circle of six)
Have a bowl of warm water and a towel on the table

Maundy Thursday

Bible reading: Mark 14:22-26; John 13:2-5, 12-15

Question: 'Why do we have two candles and some water and a 
towel on the table today?

Answer: Because this week is Holy Week. One candle is for 
Good Friday and one is for today, Maundy Thursday. Today we 
remember the las Passover meal that Jesus celebrated with his 
disciples. Our Communion meal derives from this meal. 

Think or discuss: You might discuss the Bible readings or 
remind yourselves of the Communion story, maybe wash hands 
(or feet!), and eat a meal with someone today.



Light one candle 
Place a cross (or your palm cross) on the table

Good Friday

Bible reading: Mark 15:21-39

Blow out the candle
Question: Why did we blow out the candle today? 

Answer: Today is Good Friday. This is the day that we 
remember that Jesus died and went home to God.

Action: Be silent for a few minutes.
A cross is a common symbol of Christianity and recognition of
our belief that Jesus didn't just die; the empty cross reminds us 
that Jesus rose from the dead. You could stick your palm cross 
to your front door or in your front window until the Sunday 
after Easter or until Pentecost. 



Holy Saturday

Bible reading: Mark 15:42-47

Make an Easter Garden
You can find instructions on our Church website
www.longsightnazarene.org
Go to 'Worshipping Together', 'Welcome to Lent and Easter 
2021'
https://tinyurl.com/2p8zcj7y

https://tinyurl.com/2p8zcj7y


Light seven candles
Have some spring flowers on the table                                
(and Easter eggs of course)

Easter Day

Bible reading: John 20:11-18

Question: Why do we have Easter eggs and all these flowers 
and candles today? 

Answer: Today is Easter Day, the last day of Holy Week. Today 
we remember that Jesus rose from the dead and showed us the 
new life God offers all of us, not just after we die but through all 
of our living now. Eggs and flowers are signs of new life. Eggs 
also remind us of the stone rolled away from Jesus's tomb.

Action: Roll the stone away from the tomb in your Easter 
garden - shout, 'Alleluia!'.


